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SUBJECT: TEXTILES: US/EC BILATERAL MEETING ON THE MFA 

REF: (A) STATE 1246, (B) STATE 1247, (C) TOKYO 0092, 

(D) EC BRUSSELS 12652 

1 . CASPARI, COMMISSION DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR 
EXTERNAL RELATIONS (AND MEYNELL'S BOSS) TELLS US THE 
COMMISSION WELCOMES MEETING WITH SMITH ON MORNING OF 
JANUARY 17. CASPARI AND MEYNELL WILL PARTICIPATE. 

IN ADDITION, DIRECTOR GENERAL HIJZEN WILL GIVE A SMALL 
LUNCHEON. MEYNELL SUGGEST MORNING MEETING TO BEGIN 
AROUND 10:00A.M. 

2. MEYNELL SEES TRILATERAL MEETING AT THIS STAGE 
USEFUL MAINLY AS MEANS OF KEEPING JAPANESE INFORMED 
AND SHARES TAKAHASHI'S PREFERENCE (REF C) FOR HOLDING 
IT IN GENEVA JANUARY 18. 

3. PLEASE INFORM US OF HOTEL REQUIREMENTS AND 
TRAVEL PLANS. 
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4. CASPARI AND MEYNELL WOULD GIVE NO PREDICTION 
OF OUTCOME OF MEMBER STATE DISCUSSION OF COM- 
MISSION'S PROPOSAL ON MFA NEGOTIATION. HOWEVER, 

THEY NOTED THAT THE STIFFENING IN FRENCH GOVERN- 
MENT POSITION WILL FURTHER COMPLICATE AND JEOPARDIZE 
COMMISSION STRATEGY. (CASPARI REFERRED US TO 
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LE MONDE OF JANUARY 1 WHICH REPORTED A FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT POSITION DEMANDING CHANGES IN THE 
APPLICALION OF THE MFA ALONG THE LINES OF A NEW 
BURDEN-SHARING FORMULA.) ON THE OTHER HAND, THE 
GERMANS CONTINUE TO FAVOR AN EXTENSION OF THE 
CURRENT MFA. HINTON 
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